
Homily for the nineteenth Sunday of year, August 8,2022 

One of the characters in the popular stage play “Fiddler on the Roof”, is a Jewish beggar, Renachem. To be sure, he is 

not one of the principal characters but, nevertheless, is a memorable one. When he appears on stage in the first act, he 

could be heard appealing for assistance. “Alms for the poor, alms for the poor”, he cries. Almsgiving, a deed of mercy, an 

act of generosity, was, along with prayer and fasting, the foundation of Jewish piety. When Tevye, the poor dairyman 

and father of five daughters hands him a kopek, a small coin, Renachem is annoyed. 

 “Last week you gave me two kopeks”.  

“Renachem, I had a bad week”. 

 “You had a bad week and I must suffer?” 

 It is Jewish humor at its best. 

In the Torah, almsgiving is a divine mandate. We read in the Book of Deuteronomy, “Open your hand to the poor and 

needy neighbor in your land”. Bear in mind that there was no welfare system in place in the biblical period. 

Jesus, as expected, was true to the traditions of the Jewish faith. In today’s gospel, he exhorts his disciples to give alms. 

“Provide for yourselves purses that do not wear out, and never failing treasure in heaven, where no thief can get near it, 

no moth destroy it”. 

By giving alms, we also store up treasure in heaven. Our earthly treasures can be stolen by a thief, but our heavenly 

treasures are secure. 

We must put our trust in God and not possessions. 

Recall the shady character Bernie Madoff, who swindled his clients out of millions of dollars. Several lost their all their 

savings. Having seemingly lost everything, several of the victims took their own lives. It is as if their life was bereft of 

meaning once they lost their money. 

Where is our treasure? 

What are the values that are decisive in our life? 

The English scholar and convert to the Christina faith, C.S. Lewis, had a vast library, a large collection of books. When 

asked which of his books he hoped to see in the next life, he replied, “Only those I gave away”.  

Do we cling to our possessions? 

Are we reluctant to part with them? 

Several years ago, while on retreat at a Trappist monastery in Massachusetts, Father Bernard, one of the resident monks 

gave the assembled group a conference on the Christian life. In his talk, he confessed that early in life, he was an addict. 

But addicted to what? Drugs? Sex? Alcohol? Gambling? Actually, none of the above. He was addicted to books. 

 Huh? 

 He said he simply could not part with any of his books, even if the book was intended to be borrowed for a short time. 

Upon entering religious life, his addiction ended. All the books in the monastery were held in common and shared.  He 

was liberated. 

All that we have is on loan from God. 

Dr. Victor Frankl, a prominent twentieth century Jewish psychiatrist, was a prisoner in the concentration camp, 

Auschwitz. In his best-selling book “Man’s Search for Meaning”, Frankl writes that not only his livelihood was taken from 

but also his family and his freedom as well. But one day as he emerged from the barracks he realized that something 

grand had not been taken from him: the sky. It is God’s gift and is for the benefit of all. No one has the power or the 

authority to erase God’s good creation. 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Do not worry, little flock” They are without influence, power and wealth. But they stand 

under God’s protection.  

And he is the only security they will ever need! 


